Dear Terri 1.doc

Dear Terri:

I am going to send you some of the information that you requested.  Aunt Myrtis is mailing me some more information and I will send it on to you as soon as I receive it.  Talked to your Dad on Thursday - he was checking on the aunts.  Friday I took mother to see a cardiologist and I have to take her to Alexandria on the 3rd of March for tests on her heart.  

Terri, mother said Annie Jones Sharp ling was her great grandmother.  Mrs. Guyton was mother's sister   Louise-she was married to Edmond Guyton.

Mother says they never knew their daddy's mother.  She said her daddy left Mississippi to get away from his people.  Mary Anne and Edna Jane O 'Neal were sisters.  Mother said she never knew her daddy had a brother by the name of George. 

Terri, here goes my side of the family:

Myrtle Sharp ling, born 24 January 1915, married Walter Leo Slay, born 22 August 1911, on 27 January 1934.
They had 3 children:  Daughter, Anita Louise, born 28 December 1935, Standard, LA; Son, Kenneth Ray, born 20 June 1937, Clarks, LA; Son, Harold  Alton , 22 May 1944, 'deceased 6 October 1968.

Anita Louise Slay married Clark Elwood Colvin 25 December 1954 and they had 3 children.  Clark Elwood Colvin, Jr. was born 24 September 1955 in Olla, LA; Steven Lyle Colvin was born 29 April 1958 in Swindon, England; Wade Allen Colvin was born 10 June 1959 in Alexandria, LA.  

Clark Elwood Colvin, Jr. married Jeanie Shadoin on 12 August 1978 and they had 3 children. Son, 
Brandon Jackson Colvin, born 30 September 1981, Fort Smith, AR; Daughter, Rebecca Susan Colvin, born 
2 December 1984, Fort Smith, AR; Daughter, Catie Amanda Colvin, born 30 October 1988 in Red Oak, TX.

Steven Lyle Colvin no children.

Wade Allen Colvin married Janna Erdman on 3 November 1989 and they had a daughter, Michelle Ann Colvin born 9 July 1990 in Amarillo, TX.  There were 2 stepchildren-a boy, Buster Alexander and girl, Sunny Alexander.   

Kenneth Ray Slay married Lillie Loucille Grivette on 14 October 1958 and they had 4 children:  Son, Mark Allen  Slay, born 24 September 1959 at Columbia, LA; Son, John David Slay, 27 November 1961 at Hodge, LA; Daughter, Cynthia Rayann Slay, born 22 April 1970 at Opelousas, LA; Daughter, Melissa Nicole Slay, born  9 December 1971 at Opelousas, LA.  

Mark Allen Slay married Barbara Reed 13 October 1979 and they had no children.

John David Slay married Amie Oretego 12 February 1983 and they had two children.  Daughter, Desiree Elizabeth Slay, born 9 June 1984; Jessica Lynn Slay, born 9 November 1987.  They have one grandchild ,
Shylar Louise. 

Cynthia Rayann Slay not married and no children.  

Melissa Nicole Slay married Tom Nagler on 29 July 1994 and they had 3 children.  Son, Thomas Ray Nagler, born 29 November 1994; Daughter, Heather Rosemarie Nagler, born 8 September 1996; Son, Bradley Shane 
Nagler, 9 December 1998.

Hope this information will help you out-will send more later.  

Nita
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	PRIVATE
Subj:
	Re: O'Neal & Sharpling 

	Date:
	7/2/02 10:11:50 PM Central Daylight Time

	From:
	billeck@sigecom.net

	To:
	CColvin439@aol.com

	Sent from the Internet (Details)


Anita & Colvin, 

Thank you so much on your information- a lot of great stuff there! 

Let me make sure that I'm certain on some things- W.D. Sharpling (which stood for William David, right?) also had a brother named William David? 

Maw always said that Willie D's parents died earcly and the children were raised by a Snowden family. Have you ever heard of this? 

We found info where W.D. married Edna's older sister, Mary Ann O'Neal, in Amite Co. We also found records of her death, due to child birth complecations, and the death of a son. 

What was the name of the young son of Edna's & W.D.'s that died young? And where did he fit in birth order to all of the girls? Aunt Myrtle told my son about this brother and he didn't tell me until we had left. 

I'll keep you informed of any info that I can find. 

I know that this is the weekend the family gets together- will be thinking of you- hope it's fun (and a little cooler!). 

We just came in tonight from a trip to Detroit and then across Canada to Niagra Falls. Fun, but exhausting! 

Love,

Terri
Please forgive my tired mind. I know that I sent that last message to Anita & Colvin- meant to type Anita & Clark. 

Terri
	PRIVATE
Subj:
	John O'Neal 

	Date:
	7/4/02 12:27:40 AM Central Daylight Time

	From:
	billeck@sigecom.net

	To:
	CColvin439@aol.com

	Sent from the Internet (Details)


Information found: 

1880 Census of Mississippi 

vol 17 e. d. 40 sheet 55 pg. 38 

Pike County 

John O'Neal 35 Male White Born in Mexico 

Jemima 38 M W Mississippi 

Tom 13 M W Mississippi 

Willie 7 M W Mississippi 

Dan 6 M W Mississippi 

Mary Anne 9 F W Mississippi 

Sarah 2 F W Mississippi 

This has to be the right family- especially now that you gave me the names of the brothers and I knew her sister's name. 

The only thing is could Edna Jane's name have been Sarah Edna Jane? 

Jemima could have been a typo or a nickname. Jeraushia was one of 13 children. Her brother, John Freeman Woodall, married Willie D.'s sister, Martha. 

Will keep searching for more info. 

Terri
	PRIVATE
Subj:
	Re: O'Neal & Sharpling 

	Date:
	7/5/02 2:35:16 PM Central Daylight Time

	From:
	billeck@sigecom.net

	To:
	CColvin439@aol.com

	Sent from the Internet (Details)


I would love to make a picture of the pages in the old Bible. Is this possible in any way. I'd be happy to pay for the process or if you want, you could mail the Bible to me, I'd make copies and express mail it back to you. I'd reimburse you any cost for the express mailing and insurance. 
This family is very interesting to research. 
Terri 

----- Original Message ----- From: CColvin439@aol.com To: billeck@sigecom.net Cc: clark0429@hotmail.com Sent: Samstag, 29. Juni 2002 11:31 Subject: O'Neal & Sharpling 


Terri,

Clark Jr. forwarded your e-mail on to me so I could try and find out a few things on the O'Neal and Sharpling families. William D. Sharpling and Edna Jane O'Neal had 8 girls--all were born in Mississippi except the twins (Myrtis and Myrtle) born in Louisiana. 

Lots of the histories were lost when Edna Jane's bible burned in a house fire many years ago. 

Edna Jane O'Neal Sharpling had 3 brothers--Tom, Willie, and Dan. One of these brothers has children living in Monroe and they run an auto place. 

Edna Jane's daddy (John O'Neal) drown in the Mississippi River. Was an excellent swimmer and they are not sure as to why he drown. John O'Neal had a brother by the name of Pat. John O'Neal was married to Jeraushia Amazon (Woodall) -- Edna's mother. 

Word is that the O'Neals are buried at Mt. Camon Cemetary, 5 miles from Hamburg, Mississippi. 

Now for W.D.'s kin: 

W.D. had 3 brothers (William David Sharpling, Austin Sharpling, and John (Johnnny) Sharpling. He also had a sister whose name was Martha. 

W.D.'s daddy was Austin Sharpling and his mother was Annie (Jones) Sharpling. 

This was all I could find in an old bible at mother's. Hope this will help you out. Also there were never any birth certificates as they did not start birth certificates until 1924. Most births were recorded in churches or in family bibles. 

My husband will forward this to you and to Clark, Jr.

Anita

************************************************************

	Subj:

	Re: Sharplings 

	Date:

	9/24/02 2:54:59 PM Central Daylight Time


	From:

	DollarF

	To:

	CColvin439


	




Clark Colvin,

       Thanks for clearing that up about Bud Bailey.  If you remember, Bud was a member of our 1949 state championship baseball team, as were you.

       As part of a series of family portraits (articles) of families with large numbers of graduates from OSHS, I would like to run one on the Sharpling family of Standard.  As I understand it, all nine children were girls, and  your mother-in-law and her twin, Myrtis, were the youngest in the family.

       Both Myrtle and Myrtis wrote articles about the Sharpling family  in "Sawdust in My Shoes," the history of Standard that was pulled together by the late Daisy Holloman Minard.  But I would like to get an updated version adapted for the Tiger Talk.

       Are Myrtle and Myrtis the only ones of the daughters still alive?  I don't specifically recall meeting either of them at any of the OSHS reunions, but they were probably there.  I realize they are now about 90 years old.  Would they still be able to write me an article for the Tiger Talk or just give me information and let me write the article?  If not, maybe your wife could pull something together.

       Let me know about this.  If they are at the reunion next month, I would specifically like to meet them.

                         Don Finley

*****************************************************

Don,

Myrtle and Myrtis have one sister still alive but on her death bed in Kilgore, Texas.  Matter of fact, Myrtis has been with Billie Sharpling Reynolds for most of this month.  The other girls, Eula, Beulah, Ethel, Annie, Tammie, and Louise are all dead.  Myrtle and Myrtis were 87 in January and Billie is in her 90s.

Myrtis would be the only one of the girls able to write an article for you.  Anita is going home (Olla) for a short visit tomorrow and will ask her mother which of the girls graduated from OSH.  As you know, attending and graduating are two entirely different endeavors.  I suspect my father-in-law attended OSH.

I’ll get Anita to type you a note when she returns!

Clark

	Date:

	12/27/2002 10:39:49 AM Central Standard Time


	From:

	billeck@sigecom.net

	To:

	CColvin439@aol.com

	Sent from the Internet (Details)


	


I hope that you all had a wonderful holidays!
I received a card from Aunt Myrtis saying that she was celebrating the holidays with your family there in Benton.  We had a very short visit with Mom & Dad.  Beau had to be back at school today for basketball practice.
 

Your husband said that you had some information to send to me, have you sent it yet?  I' ready to get even more serious about this line.
 

I received the death certificate for William D. Sharpling.  It shows his father to be John Sharpling and mother unknown.  I wonder if John's middle name was Austin?
 

Do you think that any children of your other aunts would have any information that their mothers passed on?  
 

The certificates show both of your grandparents being born in Natchez, Ms.  Mrs. Edmund Guyton signed both forms and probably supplied most of the info for the two of them.
 

Dad's going to have throat surgery in Shreveport on Jan. 2.  He was hoping that ya'll might stop by when you picked up Aunt Myrtis.  Let me know how everyone is doing on your end.
 

Love,
Terri
billeck@sigecom.net
 

	Subj:

	Re: For Anita 

	Date:

	12/28/2002 8:48:22 PM Central Standard Time


	From:

	billeck@sigecom.net

	To:

	CColvin439@aol.com

	Sent from the Internet (Details)


	


In the 1930 census, I found the Sharpling family living in Olla.  One door away was the Cicero McDaniel family.  Would you ask your mom and Aunt Myrtis if they remembe this family?
 

This line of McDaniels were in Maw Sharpling's line.
 

I know Lisa Powell.  She's Uncle Johnny's daughter.  Have you heard from her?  I haven't heard from her in months.  She was looking for info on the Sharplings, but only does it occasionally.  She went to see Aunt Billie one time.  I have another cousin, Larry Jr., that is also working on the Sharpling line.  He has a degree in this type of research.  We laugh at each other- he goes right by the books and records- I use these, plus information relatives give me, and follow my gut on certain leads.  The info he's found on Willie D. Sharpling does not match up with family knowlege and his death certificate.  
 

We'll figure it out- just got to keep digging!
 

Love,
Terri
billeck@sigecom.net
	Subj:

	Attn: Anita 

	Date:

	2/6/2003 4:08:36 PM Central Standard Time


	From:

	billeck@sigecom.net

	To:

	CColvin439@aol.com

	Sent from the Internet (Details)


	


My cousin and I have been working on this line real hard.
From what we can find:
Sarah Jane Jones was the daughter of Drury and Catherine Jones, lived 1850 in Leake Co., MS- just a few houses down from the Sharplins.  Drury married Catherine Fisher in 1827 in Claiborne Co., MS.  Other siblings were William, martha, Austin, Thomas, & Catherine.
 

William H. Sharplin was the son of William Sharplin and Rebecca Nicholls.  This Wm. H. was first married to Charity Hall in 1852, but by 1860 census he was with Sarah Jane living next door to his sister Eleanor.  Sarah Jane's parents had moved to Copiah Co.  
 

In 1870 census, Leake Co., MS,  William and Sarah Jane had 2 children, William David, age 2, ; Martha, age 9.  Also living with them is Annie Jones, age 22, keeping house.
 

In the 1880 census, Sarah A. Sharpling had moved to Amite Co., MS with the following children:
Willie age 13,  Austin age10, John age 5, Geo.W. age3
So this has to be the right family, but I don't know about the Annie Jones listed in the 1870 census, and as far as the father being Austin Sharpling, I can't find an Austin anywhere other than her son.  She named her children at first for her family.  William David was probably named for both grandfathers, Drury also went by David.  Her daughter Martha Jane C. Sharpling was named for her & her sister
(I assume the C. stands for Catherine, the grandmother)
Austin's full name was James Austin, and I have his children's names, and George Washington Sharpling's daughter was Bertilee.
 

The name is spelled Sharplin in the census.  In 1870, it's Sharpland.
 

Martha Jane Sharpling married John D. Freeman Woodall.
He's the brother to Jerusha Woodall, wife of John O'Neal.
Big circle isn't it?
 

Here's another kicker, I ordered Edna and William David Sharpling death certificates.  Mrs. Guyton signed both of them, can you tell me which sister this is.  On W.D.'s, she put his father was John Sharpling and no listing for his mother.  I can't make this info work either.  
 

Jerusha Woodall's parents were Robert Woodall and Mary ann Matthews, and they had 13 children.  
 

In the 1880 census for John O'Neal, it lists him being born in Mexico, his father in Mexico, and his mother in Ireland.  If there was a pirate in the family, I feel as if it's his father, running across the Gulf and back then even Galveston was in Mexico.  With the last name O'Neal and him marrying a woman from Ireland, 99% sure he was Irish also.
 

Also in the home were wife, Lists her name here as Jemima,
son Thomas age 10, Mary age 9, William age 7, Daniel age 6, and Sarah age 2.  
 

I found marriage records for William David with Mary Anne and Edna Jane.  Also found them for his brother George, his sister Martha, and his grandparents.  
 

Still working hard on this line, but if the census info is correct, it ties us to the Sharplins in Monroe area.  Noah Sharplin was their relative, and he was a brother to our William H. Sharplin.  The elder William Sharplin's father was James Sharpling, from SC.  He didn't have a good Rev. War record, but I'm going to try to have him listed in the DAR.  Trying to make sure I have all of the info needed, that's why I'm always looking for proof and documentation.
 

If you get a chance, could you send me a list of all of the sisters children.  I know that Aunt Eula had a son who passed away, but I know that she has grandchildren- I'd love as much info as possible.
 

How's your mother feeling?  I need to send her a card, I'll try to get out tomorrow and do that- it's snowing now and we're under a winter storm advisory.  
 

Aunt Myrtis told me that Uncle Austin had a son named Ray.  I found ray in the census with a daughter, Eva Nell.
Just trying to make sure I'm on the right track.
 

Love,
Terri
	Subj:

	Anita 

	Date:

	3/6/2003 9:59:14 PM Central Standard Time


	From:

	billeck@sigecom.net

	To:

	CColvin439@aol.com

	Sent from the Internet (Details)


	


Anita,
 

Checking to see how the doctor's appt. went.
 

I've ordered the Civil War pension records for John Thomas O'Neal.  (I found out his middle name).
 

I've learned that both of your great-grandfathers fought in the Civil War: John O'Neal and William H. Sharpling.
 

William H. Sharplin's father, William Sharplin, fought in the War of 1812.  
 

And his father, James Sharplin, was a blacksmith in Williamsburg, Va. at one time.  He was missing a partial finger.  He was a horse thief with a $1,000 reward on him, and he was a deserter from the Rev. War.  He was born in Middlesex, England.  
 

Another interesting fact:  I told you about the 1880 census showing John O'Neal was born in Mexico.  In the 1910 census, Edna show's her father to be born in Mexico, and in another house, her brother William shows his father being born in Mexico.  
 

I found Jerrusha living with son William in 1910 & 1920 census.  The 1920 census sows her as J.A., but the 1910 census shows her as Sally.
 

Let me know about your mom.
 

Love,
Terri
	Subj:

	Re: 13 Jul 03 

	Date:

	7/13/2003 11:39:56 AM Central Standard Time


	From:

	billeck@sigecom.net

	To:

	CColvin439@aol.com

	Sent from the Internet (Details)


	


Anita,
 

I'm so sorry- I thought I had thanked you for the material.  I had a little trouble with my e-mail server, hopefully, the message got lost.  I loved all of the info.  
 

I haven't been able to do a lot of intensive research since the birth of my granddaughter and due to school being out for the summer.
 

Mom & Dad were here visiting for a couple of weeks.  I know they said they were planning a trip to go and visit your Mom and Aunt Myrtis. They were going to try to go last week, but Dad had a funeral to attend and the date of the funeral took a few extra days to be decided on.  (The wife of a friend died in a car crash and Dad's friend was still in the hospital.)
 

I'm so sorry to hear about your Mom's and Aunt Myrtis' conditions.  We'll keep both of them in our prayers.
 

How are you and your family doing?  I guess you're probably on the road a lot from home to your Mom's.  It takes a lot of time and patience to be a good daughter.  
I'm sure your Mom is grateful to have you!
 

Love,
Terri
----- Original Message ----- 

From: CColvin439@aol.com 

To: billeck@sigecom.net 

Sent: Sunday, July 13, 2003 11:12 AM

Subject: 13 Jul 03

Dear Terri,

Thought I should drop you a few lines to see if you received all the material that I sent you on the Sharpling history?  I have not heard from you in awhile but would appreciate knowing if you did receive it.  

Mom is not doing so well.  She complains of hurting all the time. Has had shots and has pain pills but nothing seems to help,  Aunt Myrtis can hardly walk -- she has had 3 shots in her back and 6 weeks of physical therapy and she is no better.  She has promised me she will contact the specialist in Monroe and have some more x-rays made and see exactly what is wrong with her back.  

Have not heard from your Dad and Mom lately.  I know they stay busy and they like to travel a lot.  

Hope you and your family are doing okay.  Please let me hear from you.  

Sincerely,
Anita 
	Subj:

	Re: 13 Jul 03

	Date:

	7/13/2003


	To:

	billeck@sigecom.net


	




Dear Terri,

Thanks for answering my e-mail.   Ni ce to hear from you.

On the 10th of July my mother-in-law celebrated her 90th birthday.  They had a  party at the Senior Citizen Center with cake and punch, veggie tray, fruit tray and nuts.  Everyone in Olla was invited but only about 30 people attended--our son Wade and his wife and daughter attended--they are from Amarillo and my son Clark and his two daughters from Rockwall came but his wife had an interview for a new job within the school district the same day and couldn't come and his son is in the Navy and couldn't come.  They all came by my house and stayed all night and left out later.  

I have something wrong with my thyroid so I am taking synthroid every day.  I am still taking a shot every night to rebuild the bones in my spine and hips.  The medication is  Forteo and is terribly expensive but my insurance covers most of the cost.  

Congrats on the granddaughter.  They are so special.  

My husband is doing fairly well except for the heat and he can't do his daily walk.  

My son Steve does most of his yard work and bushhogging early in the morning  before it gets too hot in the day.  

I will be going to mother's Wednesday and get her medicines and trays set up.  I now have a woman who comes in for 4 hours a day.  She cooks for mom and sees to it that she eats and takes her medicines.  Mom had stopped eating and had lost weight and she was not taking her medicines.  She still stays in bed a lot  in the afternoons because she says she hurts.  Don't  want to live as long as she and Aunt Myrtis have or as long as Aunt Eula (98).  I don't care to stand pain that long.  

Take care.  

Love,
Nita 

25 Sep 04

Terri,

This letter is friend who wants to include the requested info in a semi annual news letter for Olla Standard High.  Anita needs a great deal of help to complete it.  Thanks!

Clark

5 Sep 04

Dear Clark,

    Thanks for sending me the information on the Sharpling family history and the nine girls in the family.  I've heard a couple of times that the girls also had a brother.  Is that not true?

    To fill out the article, I need some additional information:

      *  What were the names (including the mother's maiden name) of the Sharpling parents?  Where were they born and when, and when did they get married?  How many siblings did each have?
      · Where did the family live in Mississippi when the first seven girls were born?
      · What did the father do for a living in Mississippi?  Was it related, for example, to the lumber industry?
      · Did the mother ever work outside the home?  Doing what?
      · When did the Sharpling parents die?
      · Who were the four grandparents of the Sharpling girls?  Where were they born and when, and when did they die?  What did they do for a living?  Can you go back to the great-grandparents and great-greatgrandparents?  
      · What work did Father Sharpling do in Standard for the Louisiana Central Lumber Co.?  Did he transfer to Clarks when the Standard mill closed, or go to some other sawmill town?
      · Did Father Sharpling or Mother Sharpling have any siblings or other relatives who worked for Louisiana Central Lumber Co.?
      · Did any of the girls ever work for Louisiana Central Lumber Co., or at the hotel or other businesses associated with the sawmill?
      · Does the Sharpling name survive today in any other branches of the family?  I did statewide computer searchs for anyone named Sharpling.  I found one woman, Ruth Sharpling in New Orleans, five Sharplings in Texas, three in North Carolina and one in Florida.  But there are none listed in Mississippi, Arkansas, Texas, Oklahoma, Alabama, Georgia, South Carolina, Kentucky, Missouri, Virginia, West Virginia and Tennessee.  When I did a complete nationwide search, only 14 Sharplings showed up.
      · What is the ethnic background of the Sharplings:  English, Dutch, German, Scottish, etc.?  Do you know when the Sharpling family came from Europe or wherever to the United States?
      · Did any of the Sharpling girls have careers, other than being mothers and homemakers?
      · From my list of OSHS graduates, four of the Sharpling girls graduated from the school:  Louise in 1929, Billie in 1930 and Myrtle and Myrtis in 1932.
      · I see that Percy Hindmon and James "Shorty" Hindmon, sons of the oldest Sharpling girl, Ethel, both graduated from OSHS, Percy in 1933 and James in 1935.  
      · Was Beulah's husband, Ernest Dunn, related to the Dunns in Olla, specifically (the late) Thurston Dunn, Adeleen Dunn (George) or Dock Dunn?
      · Anything else interesting or amusing you can tell me about the Sharpling girls and the Sharpling family?

      I look forward to hearing from you again.

        Don Finley
25Sep04

I'll try to fill in as much as possible.  
 

Do you have an e-mail address for this Don Finley or a phone number?  I'm also researching the Finley family from the Olla area for my grandmother's side.
 

Terri
1Oct04

Thank you so much for the info.  We had a late ball game last night, so as soon as Mom & Dad leave to go back home, I'll pull out all of my paperwork for the info to send you for the news article.
 

Question:  The info you scanned for me that was on Olla Kiwanis letterhead, where did all of that info come from?  A Bible?  Or from someone's word of mouth?  The other two sisters for Willie D. Sharpling threw me.  I knew of Martha, but I had never heard of Minnie or Dixie Ann.  I knew that Martha had a daughter named Minnie- does anyone know if these other two died young?
 

Also, Dorothy Virginia mentioned a Woodall family visiting them every Sunday from Alexandria, La.   Found out tht that Woodall family was one of Martha Sharpling Woodall's children.  (So it would have been the 9 sisters first cousin.)  Thought that was interesting.
 

Terri
