4 September 2004

Clark Colvin,

      Thanks for sending me the obit on your mother-in-law.  My  condolences to you and your wife and family.

      Her death came too late to get in the Fall issue of the Tiger Talk, but I want to put it in the Spring 2005 issue.  In fact, I want to do an expanded article giving the history of the Sharpling family and all those girls.  Would your Aunt Myrtis be able to help me with this if I telephoned her.  And whatever help you and Anita  could give me would be helpful.

      I had planned to do a story on the Sharpling family for the Tiger Talk, but haven't gotten to it yet.  I believe that Myrtis (or maybe it was Myrtle) said all the old family photos were destroyed in a fire many years ago.

      According to my records, only six (and maybe seven) members of the 26-member 1932 OSHS class are still alive:  Bud Hinton, Audie Kees Hinton, Mildred Keene Jones, Jimmie Lee Love, Mary Belle Tousley Carroll and your Aunt Myrtis.  Also, I don't have any information on whether Eva Tarver Glasscock is alive or deceased.

      I won't be at the reunion this month, but plan to be there next year.  Let me know about how I can get more information on the Sharpling family for an article.


                              Don Finley

5 September 2004

Don Finley,

Anita’s aunt Myrtis is in very poor health and is scheduled to undergo a surgical procedure on the 13th.  I don’t think she will be able to help you until sometime after that date.  Anita is currently going thru old photo’s but you are correct, the Sharpling house burned about the time of the big flood (1929?).  

I’m sure Anita and possibly her cousin Dorothy Regan (Beulah Sharpling Dunn’s only child) could help you.  Dorothy is probably 5 or 6 years older and grew up around Clarks I think.  I’m attaching some Sharpling family history Anita provided a cousin about a year ago.  If I’ve sent it before, sorry.  

Additionally, I’m going to include a my oldest son’s web site containing some Sharpling photos I believe.  By the way, Bud and Audie Hinton was at the funeral and I had the chance to chat with Bud for a few minutes.

Clark Colvin

5 Sep 04

Dear Clark,

    Thanks for sending me the information on the Sharpling family history and the nine girls in the family.  I've heard a couple of times that the girls also had a brother.  Is that not true?

    To fill out the article, I need some additional information:

      *  What were the names (including the mother's maiden name) of the Sharpling parents?  Where were they born and when, and when did they get married?  How many siblings did each have?
      · Where did the family live in Mississippi when the first seven girls were born?
      · What did the father do for a living in Mississippi?  Was it related, for example, to the lumber industry?
      · Did the mother ever work outside the home?  Doing what?
      · When did the Sharpling parents die?
      · Who were the four grandparents of the Sharpling girls?  Where were they born and when, and when did they die?  What did they do for a living?  Can you go back to the great-grandparents and great-greatgrandparents?  
      · What work did Father Sharpling do in Standard for the Louisiana Central Lumber Co.?  Did he transfer to Clarks when the Standard mill closed, or go to some other sawmill town?
      · Did Father Sharpling or Mother Sharpling have any siblings or other relatives who worked for Louisiana Central Lumber Co.?
      · Did any of the girls ever work for Louisiana Central Lumber Co., or at the hotel or other businesses associated with the sawmill?
      · Does the Sharpling name survive today in any other branches of the family?  I did statewide computer searchs for anyone named Sharpling.  I found one woman, Ruth Sharpling in New Orleans, five Sharplings in Texas, three in North Carolina and one in Florida.  But there are none listed in Mississippi, Arkansas, Texas, Oklahoma, Alabama, Georgia, South Carolina, Kentucky, Missouri, Virginia, West Virginia and Tennessee.  When I did a complete nationwide search, only 14 Sharplings showed up.
      · What is the ethnic background of the Sharplings:  English, Dutch, German, Scottish, etc.?  Do you know when the Sharpling family came from Europe or wherever to the United States?
      · Did any of the Sharpling girls have careers, other than being mothers and homemakers?
      · From my list of OSHS graduates, four of the Sharpling girls graduated from the school:  Louise in 1929, Billie in 1930 and Myrtle and Myrtis in 1932.
      · I see that Percy Hindmon and James "Shorty" Hindmon, sons of the oldest Sharpling girl, Ethel, both graduated from OSHS, Percy in 1933 and James in 1935.  
      · Was Beulah's husband, Ernest Dunn, related to the Dunns in Olla, specifically (the late) Thurston Dunn, Adeleen Dunn (George) or Dock Dunn?
      · Anything else interesting or amusing you can tell me about the Sharpling girls and the Sharpling family?

      I look forward to hearing from you again.

        Don Finley

25Sep04

Dear Clark and Anita,

      Got a telephone call this evening from Terri Billeck in Wesson, Miss.  She says she is a first cousin, once removed, of Anita, and is a descendent of the half-brother of the nine Sharpling girls.

      Terri said she got my name and number from Clark, and that she is doing some research into the Sharpling family for the article I want to do for the Tiger Talk.  She also says she has some family photos.  She said she will mail me some material and copies of some of the photos, and will send you duplicates.

      Sadly, she also told me that Myrtis Allison died, the last of the Sharpling sisters to go.  

      In the Tiger Talk article, I want to lead off with the deaths of the twins, and concentrate on the nine girls and their parents and half brother, and possibly some of their descendants in the Standard and Olla area.  Thanks for the material you have already sent me.

      We have dodged all the hurricane bullets so far, and it looks like we will dodge Jeanne also.

      Cheers,

                              Don Finley

26Nov04

Dear Clark,

      Thanks for the note about the Olla tornado.  I first heard about it on radio and later on TV.  Some of the reporters pronounced it "Ohla," to rhyme with cola. I   suspect this is the first time Olla ever made the national news.

      The one fatality was Audie Hinton, and her husband, Grady "Bud" Hinton was injured.  I had known them since the Finleys moved to Olla in 1945.  At that time, Bud and Audie lived right behind us.

      I'll be running an article and some photos about the tornado in the Spring 2005 issue of the Tiger Talk.

                  Don Finley

Dear Clark,

      Thanks for the obit on Audie Hinton. I knew she was a Kees and related to Jimmie Kees, but I didn't know he was her brother (actually a half brother).  Jimmie recently moved to Urania from Luling.

                  Don Finley

12Jan05

Dear Clark and Anita,

      Here's a draft article on the obit column for the spring issue of the Tiger Talk and also another article on the Sharpling family history, based on the material you sent me.  I don't have room for everything you sent, but I suggest you prepare a longer article and submit it to the Centennial Cultural Center in Olla for its permanent archives.  It'a a story that needs to be preserved.

      Would you please read over my drafts and get back to me on any corrections, changes, suggestions, etc.  I had intended to write something on the Sharpling sisters while Myrtle and Myrtis were still alive.  I regret that I waited too long.

      Here are my two drafts:

     William D. Sharpling and Edna O'Neal married Jan. 4, 1896, in Pike County, Miss.  They had nine girls and no sons, with the final two daughters, twins, being born in Standard, La., where William worked for the Central Louisiana Lumber Co.
      The twins, Myrtis and Myrtle, born Jan. 24, 1915, were the last of the nine Sharpling girls to survive.  But Myrtle Sharpling (Slay) died Aug. 28, 2004, at her home in Olla.  Her twin, Myrtis Sharpling (Allison) of Columbia, died less than a month later, on Sept. 25, 2004, at St. Francis Medical Center in Monroe.
      Both were 1932 graduates of Olla-Standard High School.  Two of their late sisters, Billie Sharpling (Reynolds), and Louise Sharpling (Guyton), also graduated from OSHS.  Louise graduated in 1929 and died in 1995.  Billie graduated in 1930 and died in 2002.
      The Sharpling twins were among six Olla-Standard High School alumni, all of whom graduated in the 1930s, who died since the Fall 2004 issue of the Tiger Talk was published.  Four of them graduated in 1932, leaving only four members of that class still alive.
      The other members of the 1932 class who died include Audie Kees (Hinton) of Olla, who was killed in the tornado that struck Olla Nov. 23, 2004. (see story starting on Page 3).  The other 1932 graduate who died recently was Jimmie Lee Love of Lafayette.
      The other two OSHS graduates on the obituary list are Pauline Lacaze (Cornwell) of Urania, a 1933 graduate, and H.S. Coleman Jr. of Olla, who finished in 1935 and who owned Coleman's Hardware store in Olla.  Pauline was the widow of Quincy Cornwell, a 1930 OSHS graduate who died in 2000.
      Also on the obit list is Billy O. Johnson of Monroe, a son of Eunice Bass (Peters) of Olla, a 1941 OSHS graduate.
      The deaths listed above means that of the 26 members of the OSHS class of 1932, only three are known for sure to still be alive.  One is Grady "Bud" Hinton of Olla, widower of Audie Kees Hinton and parliamentarian of the Olla-Standard High School Alumni Association.  The other two are Mary Belle Tousley (Carroll) of Olla, a member of the Registration  and the Memorial committees of the association; and Mildred Keene (Jones) of Rowlett, Texas.  .
      The status of another 1932 graduate, Eva Tarver (Glasscock), is unknown.  (If anyone knows her status, please contact Mary Belle Tousley Carroll in Olla at 318-495-5438.)
      The death of Pauline Lacaze Cornwell leaves only two of the 20 members of the 1933 class still alive.  They are Kathryn Randall (Brewton) of Goldonna, and Clois Parker (Woods) of Shreveport.




The Sharpling Family History

      William Sharpling married Mary Ann O'Neal on March 10, 1889, in Amite County, Miss.  They had a son, William Thomas Sharpling, the late half-brother of the nine Sharpling sisters.  Mary Ann later died in childbirth with her second child, who did not survive.
      William Sharpling then married his first wife's sister, Edna O'Neal, on Jan. 4, 1896, in Pike County, Miss.  They had seven daughters born in Mississippi and the twin daughters, Myrtis and Myrtle, born in Standard after the family moved to Louisiana.
      Here's the rundown on the nine Sharpling sisters:
      · Ethel Sharpling, born Nov. 6, 1896, and died March 12, 1954.  She married Mack Hindmon and they had four children.  Two of them, both now deceased, graduated from OSHS:  Percy Hindmon in 1933 and James "Shorty" Hindmon in 1935.
      · Eula Sharpling, born March 22, 1900, and died Oct. 11, 1938.  She married Louis William Schlekau Sr. in 1923 and they had two sons.
      · Beulah Sharpling, born Nov. 25, 1903, and died Dec. 20, 1988.  She married Ernest Dunn and they had one child, a daughter.  After the death of Ernest in 1926, Beulah married Robert Smith and they had no children.
      · Tammie Sharpling, born April 28, 1905, and died ??????.  She married Arthur Williams in 1937 and they had a daughter and son.
      · Annie Sharpling, born July 9, 1906, and died March ??????, 1967.  She married Clifford Richmond and they had one son.  She later divorced Richmond and married Charles Smith, but had no more children.
      · Lillie Louise Sharpling, born May 30, 1910,  and died April 26, 1995.  She married Edmond Alfred Guyton Jr. and they had one child, a daughter.
      · Willie (Billie) Zenoby Sharpling, born June 26, 1911, and died Sept. 24, 2002.  She married Joe Stewart and they had one child, a son.
      · Myrtle Sharpling, born Jan. 24, 1915, and died Aug. 28, 2004.  She married Walter Leo Slay and they had two sons and a daughter.
      · Myrtis Sharpling, also born Jan. 24, 1915, and died Sept. 25, 2004.  In 1939, she married Harold Waters, but he died later that year.  She then married Fred Allison in 1943.  She had no children.
    (The information about the Sharplings is courtesy of Anita Slay Colvin, daughter of Myrtle Sharpling Slay; and Anita's husband, Clark Colvin.  Both Anita and Clark, who live in Benton, La., attended OSHS, but graduated from LaSalle High School.)
(continued on page 6)
Sharplings
(continued from page 5)
      Myrtle and Myrtis recalled their growing up in Standard in articles in Sawdust in My Shoes, a Brief History and Memoirs of Standard, Louisiana, a Louisiana Central Lumber Company Sawmill Town, 1906-1933.  The book was published in 1989 and was compiled by the late Daisy Holloman (Minard), a 1928 Olla-Standard graduate and a former OSHS teacher.
      Myrtle said the Sharpling family moved to Standard in 1915, where her father worked as a carpenter and night watchman for Louisiana Central Lumber Co.
      The family lived in a "well-built four-room house with front and back porch.   We had electric lights (our first), running water and wood heaters.  Also an outdoor privy.
"I have memories of walking across the mill pond on logs, walking up the railroad to the store, Post Office and Drs. Office," Myrtle said in her article.  "Everyone used ice from the ice house, delivered by mules and wagons.
      "Our Saturday nights were spent going to silent movies.
"Our school days at Olla-Standard were great," Myrtle continued.  "Four of us Sharpling girls played basketball and helped to win many trophies for our school." 
Myrtle said that after high school, she took a correspondence course in nursing.  She later became a florist and owned a flower shop until ill health forced her to sell it.
      Meanwhile, Myrtis said, "We had to make our own entertainment.  We played ball, threw washers, hop scotched, jumped rope, had wiener roasts and candy pullings."
      Looking back, she said "I realize how close and happy we (our family) were even though we were poor.
      "Louisiana Central Lumber Co. owned the town of Standard.  They owned the houses, hotel, barbershop, theater, commissary, doctor's office, everything.
      "One thing that stands out in my mind was the closeness, bond of friendship and concern each family had for the welfare of their neighbors," Myrtis continued.  "If someone needed assistance, they were willing and ready to help without pay or feeling that the one they helped owed them anything.
      "My older sisters married home-town boys and settled in Standard.  When the sawmill cut out, they went to Clarks and their husbands worked at the Clarks sawmill until it also cut out.
      "I took a secretarial course at Meadows-Draughton Business College in Shreveport and have enjoyed years of office work with various businesses," Myrtis wrote.
      The late Frank Kees, who was born in Standard and was a 1930 graduate of Olla-Standard, had this to say about the Sharpling sisters when, in Sawdust in My Shoes, he recalled "Memories of My Birthplace."
      "When I think of Planer Town (a section of Standard), I think of the Sharpling girls lined up from here to there, each one prettier than the next," Kees wrote.  "Yes, Standard produced something besides lumber!"


                  END

14 January 2005

Dear Don,

Anita reviewed your column for the spring Tiger Talk and the following is submitted:

Eula Sharpling died on October 3, 1998 and hand one (1) son

Tammie Sharpling died on February 3, 1972

Thanks for the hard work you have done on the column(s).  

I haven’t been to Olla in about 3 weeks but need to go soon and take Mother’s car back.  My son drove it up here after the tornado where we had it repaired.  The damage was minor and I’m waiting as long as possible before taking my 91 ½ year old Mother a vehicle to drive.  Ha!


Clark

26Feb05

Dear Clark,

      Thanks for the News-Star article on FEMA and the photo of the new bridge over the Ouachita at Columbia.  

      I'll bet FEMA will be granting money to those rich Californians whose homes were damaged or destroyed by mudslides.  And of course the Federal government is providing zillions of dollars for Asian tsunami relief, but can't find any money to help out the Olla citizens who had their homes and businesses destroyed or heavily damage.  Where is the justice?

            Don Finley

Dear Clark and Anita,

      Here's a draft article on the obit column for the spring issue of the Tiger Talk and also another article on the Sharpling family history, based on the material you sent me.  I don't have room for everything you sent, but I suggest you prepare a longer article and submit it to the Centennial Cultural Center in Olla for its permanent archives.  It'a a story that needs to be preserved.

      Would you please read over my drafts and get back to me on any corrections, changes, suggestions, etc.  I had intended to write something on the Sharpling sisters while Myrtle and Myrtis were still alive.  I regret that I waited too long.

      Here are my two drafts:

     William D. Sharpling and Edna O'Neal married Jan. 4, 1896, in Pike County, Miss.  They had nine girls and no sons, with the final two daughters, twins, being born in Standard, La., where William worked for the Central Louisiana Lumber Co.
      The twins, Myrtis and Myrtle, born Jan. 24, 1915, were the last of the nine Sharpling girls to survive.  But Myrtle Sharpling (Slay) died Aug. 28, 2004, at her home in Olla.  Her twin, Myrtis Sharpling (Allison) of Columbia, died less than a month later, on Sept. 25, 2004, at St. Francis Medical Center in Monroe.
      Both were 1932 graduates of Olla-Standard High School.  Two of their late sisters, Billie Sharpling (Reynolds), and Louise Sharpling (Guyton), also graduated from OSHS.  Louise graduated in 1929 and died in 1995.  Billie graduated in 1930 and died in 2002.
      The Sharpling twins were among six Olla-Standard High School alumni, all of whom graduated in the 1930s, who died since the Fall 2004 issue of the Tiger Talk was published.  Four of them graduated in 1932, leaving only four members of that class still alive.
      The other members of the 1932 class who died include Audie Kees (Hinton) of Olla, who was killed in the tornado that struck Olla Nov. 23, 2004. (see story starting on Page 3).  The other 1932 graduate who died recently was Jimmie Lee Love of Lafayette.
      The other two OSHS graduates on the obituary list are Pauline Lacaze (Cornwell) of Urania, a 1933 graduate, and H.S. Coleman Jr. of Olla, who finished in 1935 and who owned Coleman's Hardware store in Olla.  Pauline was the widow of Quincy Cornwell, a 1930 OSHS graduate who died in 2000.
      Also on the obit list is Billy O. Johnson of Monroe, a son of Eunice Bass (Peters) of Olla, a 1941 OSHS graduate.
      The deaths listed above means that of the 26 members of the OSHS class of 1932, only three are known for sure to still be alive.  One is Grady "Bud" Hinton of Olla, widower of Audie Kees Hinton and parliamentarian of the Olla-Standard High School Alumni Association.  The other two are Mary Belle Tousley (Carroll) of Olla, a member of the Registration  and the Memorial committees of the association; and Mildred Keene (Jones) of Rowlett, Texas.  .
      The status of another 1932 graduate, Eva Tarver (Glasscock), is unknown.  (If anyone knows her status, please contact Mary Belle Tousley Carroll in Olla at 318-495-5438.)
      The death of Pauline Lacaze Cornwell leaves only two of the 20 members of the 1933 class still alive.  They are Kathryn Randall (Brewton) of Goldonna, and Clois Parker (Woods) of Shreveport.




The Sharpling Family History

      William Sharpling married Mary Ann O'Neal on March 10, 1889, in Amite County, Miss.  They had a son, William Thomas Sharpling, the late half-brother of the nine Sharpling sisters.  Mary Ann later died in childbirth with her second child, who did not survive.
      William Sharpling then married his first wife's sister, Edna O'Neal, on Jan. 4, 1896, in Pike County, Miss.  They had seven daughters born in Mississippi and the twin daughters, Myrtis and Myrtle, born in Standard after the family moved to Louisiana.
      Here's the rundown on the nine Sharpling sisters:
      · Ethel Sharpling, born Nov. 6, 1896, and died March 12, 1954.  She married Mack Hindmon and they had four children.  Two of them, both now deceased, graduated from OSHS:  Percy Hindmon in 1933 and James "Shorty" Hindmon in 1935.
      · Eula Sharpling, born March 22, 1900, and died Oct. 11, 1938.  She married Louis William Schlekau Sr. in 1923 and they had two sons.
      · Beulah Sharpling, born Nov. 25, 1903, and died Dec. 20, 1988.  She married Ernest Dunn and they had one child, a daughter.  After the death of Ernest in 1926, Beulah married Robert Smith and they had no children.
      · Tammie Sharpling, born April 28, 1905, and died ??????.  She married Arthur Williams in 1937 and they had a daughter and son.
      · Annie Sharpling, born July 9, 1906, and died March ??????, 1967.  She married Clifford Richmond and they had one son.  She later divorced Richmond and married Charles Smith, but had no more children.
      · Lillie Louise Sharpling, born May 30, 1910,  and died April 26, 1995.  She married Edmond Alfred Guyton Jr. and they had one child, a daughter.
      · Willie (Billie) Zenoby Sharpling, born June 26, 1911, and died Sept. 24, 2002.  She married Joe Stewart and they had one child, a son.
      · Myrtle Sharpling, born Jan. 24, 1915, and died Aug. 28, 2004.  She married Walter Leo Slay and they had two sons and a daughter.
      · Myrtis Sharpling, also born Jan. 24, 1915, and died Sept. 25, 2004.  In 1939, she married Harold Waters, but he died later that year.  She then married Fred Allison in 1943.  She had no children.
    (The information about the Sharplings is courtesy of Anita Slay Colvin, daughter of Myrtle Sharpling Slay; and Anita's husband, Clark Colvin.  Both Anita and Clark, who live in Benton, La., attended OSHS, but graduated from LaSalle High School.)
(continued on page 6)
Sharplings
(continued from page 5)
      Myrtle and Myrtis recalled their growing up in Standard in articles in Sawdust in My Shoes, a Brief History and Memoirs of Standard, Louisiana, a Louisiana Central Lumber Company Sawmill Town, 1906-1933.  The book was published in 1989 and was compiled by the late Daisy Holloman (Minard), a 1928 Olla-Standard graduate and a former OSHS teacher.
      Myrtle said the Sharpling family moved to Standard in 1915, where her father worked as a carpenter and night watchman for Louisiana Central Lumber Co.
      The family lived in a "well-built four-room house with front and back porch.   We had electric lights (our first), running water and wood heaters.  Also an outdoor privy.
"I have memories of walking across the mill pond on logs, walking up the railroad to the store, Post Office and Drs. Office," Myrtle said in her article.  "Everyone used ice from the ice house, delivered by mules and wagons.
      "Our Saturday nights were spent going to silent movies.
"Our school days at Olla-Standard were great," Myrtle continued.  "Four of us Sharpling girls played basketball and helped to win many trophies for our school." 
Myrtle said that after high school, she took a correspondence course in nursing.  She later became a florist and owned a flower shop until ill health forced her to sell it.
      Meanwhile, Myrtis said, "We had to make our own entertainment.  We played ball, threw washers, hop scotched, jumped rope, had wiener roasts and candy pullings."
      Looking back, she said "I realize how close and happy we (our family) were even though we were poor.
      "Louisiana Central Lumber Co. owned the town of Standard.  They owned the houses, hotel, barbershop, theater, commissary, doctor's office, everything.
      "One thing that stands out in my mind was the closeness, bond of friendship and concern each family had for the welfare of their neighbors," Myrtis continued.  "If someone needed assistance, they were willing and ready to help without pay or feeling that the one they helped owed them anything.
      "My older sisters married home-town boys and settled in Standard.  When the sawmill cut out, they went to Clarks and their husbands worked at the Clarks sawmill until it also cut out.
      "I took a secretarial course at Meadows-Draughton Business College in Shreveport and have enjoyed years of office work with various businesses," Myrtis wrote.
      The late Frank Kees, who was born in Standard and was a 1930 graduate of Olla-Standard, had this to say about the Sharpling sisters when, in Sawdust in My Shoes, he recalled "Memories of My Birthplace."
      "When I think of Planer Town (a section of Standard), I think of the Sharpling girls lined up from here to there, each one prettier than the next," Kees wrote.  "Yes, Standard produced something besides lumber!"


                  END

Dear Don,

Anita looked your column for the spring Tiger Talk and the following is submitted:

Eula Sharpling died on October 3, 1998 and hand one (1) son

Tammie Sharpling died on February 3, 1972

Thanks for the hard work you have done on the column(s).  I haven’t been to Olla in about 3 weeks but need to go soon and take Mother’s car back.  My son drove it up here after the tornado where we had it repaired.  The damage was minor and I’m waiting as long as possible before taking my 91 ½ year old Mother a vehicle to drive.  Ha!


Clark

