24 Years 6 months 23 days

Approx distances:

Izmir to Spokane     6,121.8

Spokane to Phan Rang   7,380.6

Phan Rang to Austin  9,033.5

8 March 1955 – June 1955 Lackland AFB, Texas

(Slightly North West part of San Antonio as the crow flies from the Alamo in down town)
Lackland AFB, the "Gateway to the Air Force," is located on the southwestern fringe of San Antonio--the city that is called the cultural mecca of the Lone Star State. Lackland encompasses approximately 7,000 acres and is separated into three major sections by two highways.

Louis Gilstrap

THE TRIP TO LACKLAND AFB, TEXAS 

CAMPING OUT (BIVOUAC)     

SELECTION FOR SURVIVAL INSTRUCTOR

HOME ON LEAVE

June 1955 – September 1955 Stead AFB, Nevada

 (Approx 7 miles north of Reno, Nevada)

THE TRIP TO STEAD

Lewis Gilstrap

ESCAPE AND EVASION

OAKLAND ARMY HOSPITAL

   Traveling over Donor Pass in Greyhound bus

September 1955 – November 1955 Sheppard AFB, Texas

(North of Wichita Falls, Texas)

FINANCE COURSE OF INSTRUCTION

THREE DAY PASS TO GO TO LOUISIANA

Lewis Gilstrap    

SURPRISE SURPRISE YOU AIN’T TDY
December 1955 – December 1958 RAF Burderop Park, Swindon England

(West South West of Swindon England around 10 miles)

Billy Camp

Gene Fitzgerald

Col (Lt Gen) Kenneth E. Pletcher (

Col Jones

CWO-3 Raymond E. Gilley     6 August 1918 – 8 May 1992  SS# 344-09-7992

John Lynch (deceased)

Elroy Blanke

George Petty

Walt Eldred

Mulcay Matey

Carroll Ash (DECEASED)

John Smith

Dr. Mellish & his scarf

SSgt Harold B. Winslow

Airman Jack DeBolt

John Abraham 

Bob & Betz Berry (Bob’s deceased)

Prestwick, Scotland

THE TRIP TO BURDEROP

Passenger train

Georgetown, Louisiana to New York City Union Station

Subway


Union Station to Manhattan Beach Brooklyn

AF bus


Manhattan Beach to McGuire AFB, NJ

Prop airplane 

McGuire AFB, NJ – Azores – Preswick AFB, Scotland

Train


Preswick Scotland – Pattington station London – Swindon, England

Taxi


Swindon to Burderop Park

Passenger train from Georgetown, Louisiana to New York City’s Union Station.  Subway to Manhattan Beach, Brooklyn. Bus to McGuire AFB, New Jersey.  Airplane (4 engine propeller) to Azores for refueling then to Prestwick, Scotland.  To Glasgow Scotland by AF bus.  Train to Padddington station London then to Swindon England.  Air Force Bus to RAF Burderop Park, Swindon Wiltshire United Kingdom.

LIVING QUARTERS

The Nissen (Quonset) hut was so called because it had been invented at the Quonset Point Naval Station.  It was originally envisioned as an easy-to-erect shelter—sort of a portable warehouse—not as barracks.  The huts were built out of curved sheets of corrugated steel, which formed the sides and roof in a half-circle.  Kind of like a tin can cut in half from end to end then placed with the cavity facing the ground. There was a concrete floor with a potbelly stove fueled by oil from a 50-gallon drum outside the hut.

GETTING PROMOTED TO A/2C IN FEB 56, A/1C ON 1 JUNE 1957, AND SSGT ON 1 JUNE 1958

FINANCE OFFICE’S CHRISTMAS CARDS

CLASS VI STORE

PARENT FINANCE OFFICE AT GROSVENOR SQUARE IN LONDON

MADE FRIENDS LIVING NEAR OLD STREET TUBE STATION IN LONDON

I discovered and fell in love with London during a soft ball tournament in the spring of 1956.  Around 20-25 young men spent 3 or 4 days at a Base on the outskirts of London.  We competed in a U.S. Armed Forces tournament to determine the best team(s) in Great Britain.  If I remember correctly, the teams were divided into the base population size.  For example, my base had a population of only around 400 so we didn’t compete with a base with a population of 1,000.  Our team stayed longer because we kept winning.  Matter fact we won the “whole shooting match” for the British isles!  As you mentioned, the British are friendly and I spent practically every weekend in London until November of that year.  I’d catch a train into Paddington station on Friday after work, catch the tube (subway) to Old Street Station, spend the weekend at the friend’s apartment, and catch a train back at 1:30AM Monday arriving at Swindon just in time to get prepared for work. Being only 22 I’m sure helped me maintain this strenuous schedule!  

TRAFALGAR SQUARE

The Battle of Trafalgar was fought on October 21, 1805, off Cape 
Trafalgar, not far from the Spanish port of Cadiz. This was during 
the Napoleonic Wars and it inflicted a final and fatal blow to French 
sea power
CAPTAIN ANDRIA C. SHAW WAF, USAF

Mr. GILLEY AND HIS SCOOTER

SIGNING WITH AN “X”

COFFEE BREAK

The Finance building was just a short distance from the Enlisted Club.  Each morning, around 0830 as I remember it, we would close the Finance office for around 30 minutes and all take a coffee break.  There were hot rolls coffee and cold drinks.

ACCOUNTING & FINANCE COMBINED ON 1 MARCH 1958 

SSGT Carroll Ash

SSGT Mulcay E. Matte

TSGT George Petty

BIG PAY RAISE & TWO MORE RANKS ADDED BY THE DEFENSE DEPARTMNET ON 1 JUNE 1958

EGGS AND CHIPS FOLLOWING MOVIE IN SWINDON

BILLY CAMP

I first met Billy Camp from Clarksdale Miss in December 1955 at the 7505th United States Air Force Hospital located at RAF Burderop Park United Kingdom. Burderop was located about 10 miles south west of Swindon England—some 80 miles west of London.

Billy had just turned 22 in October and I was a month short of my 22nd birthday.  He worked in the same little Finance Office and lived in the same The Nissen (Quonset) hut with 4 other enlisted people.  We looked so much alike that the English women working on base thought we were brothers.  I suspect our accents were the same
!

Being two young men from the South we quite naturally had much in common.  Billy had a table top record player with quite a few 45 and 78 RPM country records.  Among them were  Sun Records recordings by Johnny Cash.  (Billy said yesterday he still has them!)  He was from “further back” in the sticks than I but had finished high school in 1952 and worked at a few odd jobs before joining the Air Force in the fall of 1954.

I moved out of the Quonset hut in November 1955 when Anita and Clark Jr. flew over from Baton Rouge to live.  Billy married Madeline, a 15 year old English girl in July 1957 and they  lived close to our apartment. Anita, being almost 7 years older,  took Madeline under her wing helping her I’m sure with things neither Billy or I ever knew.  Since nether Billy or I owned vehicles, we rode the same English bus to work until I bought my first car that fall---a 1950 Morris Minor.

They left England by boat from Southampton in March 1958 and Billy was discharged in New York City.  During the course of my 41+ years associated with the Air Force I have encouraged very few people to reenlist when their tour was completed.  I remember telling Billy I thought he should spend, at least, another 4 years in the AF.  Looking back 46 years, I can’t tell you if my advice was sound or not.  Billy went to barber school in Memphis on the GI .Unable to make a very good living at barbering he worked at for an armored car company for around 7 years then “got on” with the security company assigned to the Federal Reserve in Memphis.  He retired from there in 1993 and bought 4 acres south of Memphis in Mississippi where they now have a double wide trailer.  He and Madeline  had one child, a daughter who lives 20 miles from them.  She has 3 children ages 7 to 13 I think.

MY FIRST CAR WAS A 1950 MORRIS MINOR

MOVING DOWN THE HILL IN A LITTLE RED WAGON

MY FIRST AUTOMOBILE

1950 MORRIS MINOR & headlights

LEAVING UNITED KINGDOM IN A BUS AND A TRAIN

SSgt Harold Winslow and a prisoner.

December 1958 – March 1963 England AFB, Louisiana

(North West of Alexandria, La about 7 miles)

MSGT Bill Harris & Francis Harris

SMSGT Ed Wheaton & Betty

SSGT Elton Dodge

Charlie Morrow

CAPT Myron B. Trout  5 FEB 1933 – 2 NOV 2003

Captain John D. Shriver

Birdie Wilkerson

Blanch Collins (deceased)

Charlie Morrow

Liz Cody

Thelma Fletcher

Clarence J. Slayton (Bataan survior spent war in Mukden, Manchuria)  

26 May 1917 – 30 APR 1996

Roy Walling

Ellis Twilley

Anna Bell Young

Gussie Morgan

Airman Milton Newberry

CAPTAIN R. A. BAROUSSE

MYRON B. TROUT

JOHN D. SHRIVER

CALLING THE FT SMITH ARKANSAS NATIONAL GUARD TO ACTIVE DUTY WHEN BERLIN WALL WAS BUILT (1961)

WENT TO WORK IN ACCOUNTING

OJT Testing for 7 level Air Force Specialty Code (AFSC)

 FIRST COMPUTERIZED ACCOUNTING RECORDS

NCR BOOKEEPING MACHINE, IBM KEY PUNCH 029? 

CUBAN MISSILE CRISIS FALL OF 1962

March 1963 – September 1965 Cigli AFB, Izmir Turkey

(North of Izmir (Smyrna)  Turkey about 15 miles )

Capt John Sullivan

Capt Gary Burlingame

Capt John Tonkovich

Wayne & Betty Barham

Carroll & Glenda Carter

Rudy & Lois Carmack

???? Short

Sid & Carolyn Hendren

LOYD FINNEY

Bob BARBEAU & Doris

ROBERT E. BARBEAU (29May1934 – 5 Mar 2000 ss# 546-42-0530)

PROMOTED TO TECHNICAL SEARGENT (E-6)

OFFICE CHRISTMAS PARTY WITH TURKISH BELLY DANCERS AND ALL THE TRIMMING

MISSILES BEING WITHDRAWN FROM TURKEY AS WE ARRIVED “IN COUNTRY”

FROM BOOKEEPING MACHINES TO COMPUTERS (IBM 401, BURROUS 263, UNIVAC 1050II)

PURCHASE OF DOG FOOD

SSGT ? REFUSED TO GO ON OJT FOR 7 LEVEL SKILL 

OFFICE POOL ON WHEN ?????? WOULD CHANGE HIS SUIT AND SHIRT

OUT OF BALANCE APPROPRIATED FUNDS

VISITS TO EPEPHES (EFES), BERGAMA

September 1965 – 9 December 1966 Fairchild AFB, Washington

Fairchild is located in the eastern part of Washington state and is 12 miles west of Spokane, WA and 2 miles east of Seattle, WA.  People assigned here enjoy a good relationship with the Spokane and surrounding communities, as well as with our Canadian neighbors to the north
(West/South West of Spokane, Washington about 10 miles)

Jerry Andréa

Patty Thomas

Roy Aadson

Gordon Lofgren

Capt Sergeant Jones

Govin

Winnie Key

MSGT Charles (Chuck) Kimbrell 14 APR 1928 – 18 JUN 2001

PULLING STRINGS TO GET TO NAM

THANKSGIVING 1965

Coeur d’Alene Idaho 

House Hold goods held up by dock strike in New Orleans

paid:

BP 330   3,960.00

BAQ 110.10    1321.20

CLO ALW  6.30  75.60

BAS  1.20/DAY  36/MO   432.00

Thanksgiving 1965 was our first Thanksgiving in the ‘States’ in three years and a lot had happened during the previous 3 years.  We had returned in September after being stationed for 30 months at a base (Cigli) north of Izmir on the Aegean Sea (Gulf of Izmir).  I was promoted to TSgt in March of 1963.  John Kennedy was killed in November 1963.  Steve started to school in Turkey and Wade entered the first grade in Washington.  

We had shipped our house hold goods, what little we had, from Turkey in August but they were held up in New Orleans by a dock strike.  The only thing we had received from Turkey was our “hold” baggage (not to exceed 400 lbs.) consisting of coffee pot, a couple of pots and pans and some cloths.  Since we were living in Military Family Housing at Fairchild AFB, we check out minimum essential beds, furniture, and cooking utensils.  The quarters was furnished with refrigerator, stove, washing machine, and dryer.  We purchased our 1st color TV from J. C. Penney’s in October.  We hadn’t owned a TV since a little black and white portable purchased from Sears around 1960 or 1961.  (There was no American TV programs available in Turkey at that time)

Thanksgiving meal with all the trimmings was available to families at a reasonable cost.  Seems to remember around $1.00 per person.  Anyway, we ate at the “chow hall” and drove over to Coeur d’Alene, Idaho.  There was a light snow cover on the ground and we ended up driving around Coeur d’Alene lake.

OPEN RANKS INSPECTION IN THE HALL PRIOR TO STARTING WORK

FROM SUPERVISING ACCOUNTS CONTROL IN TURKEY TO A “RUNNER” AT FAIRCHILD

INVENTORY OF ABANDONED HOUSE HOLD GOODS

LEAVING WASHINGTON FOR LOUISIANA ON 10 DECEMBER 1966

WADE STARTED TO SCHOOL

13 January 1967 – 14 January 1968 Phan Rang AFB, Vietnam

(North of Phan Rang town)

**********************

The Second Indochina War :: Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia - 1959 - 1975

Presidents :: Dwight D. Eisenhower, John F. Kennedy, Lyndon B. Johnson, Richard M. Nixon 
Purpose :: The Second Indochina War finds its genesis in the disastrous French occupation of Vietnam with 100 years of colonial rule and ending with the fiasco known as the First Indochina War and their rout at Dien Bien Phu (1954). France immediately sued for Peace and an Agreement was drawn up - the Geneva Peace Accords. Heavily influenced by Cold War insensibilities and the heavy-handed influence of the People's Republic of China and the then USSR, the parties agreed to a face-saving (for France) measure that partitioned Vietnam at the 17th parallell. The partition was intended to disappear with elections in 1956, however, the US had other interpretations of the events... namely the Agreement provided too much power and influence to the Communist North. In response to this concern, the US helped to create SEATO - SouthEast Asian Treaty Organization. Using SEATO as a nation-building cover, the US sponsored the creation of the Republic of Vietnam (1955). In 1956,Ngo Dinh Diem, a dubious character with open anti-Communit views, was elected as President of what was then referred to as the GVN. Diem immediately claimed that North Vietnam (DRV - Democratic Republic of Vietnam) was attemtping to overrun the RVN, began counter-attacks with US assistance, and by 1957 enacted Law 10/59 - a series of laws that enabled the RVN to hold an individual as a suspected Communist without charges... all that was needed was a suspicon. The repressive laws and their rigorous enforcement had a profoundly negative effect on numerous citizens; Monks and Nuns, Students, Enterpreneurs, Civilians and others, railed against the corruption and heavy-handedness. Diem simply claimed that all controversy, complaints and protests were actually the work of Communists, trying to take control of the partitioned country and reunify it, at the expense and with the demise of the South as an independent entity. 

From 1956 to 1960, the Communist North DRV was committed to reunification by political and external means only. With no iternational interest or support forthcoming, in 1959 and again in 1960, the North approved 'Reolutionary Violence" to bring about reunification". With that the support of Southern Communist sympathizers was brought into the plan. The NLF - National Liberation Front - was resurrected and anyone could be a member... all one had to do was oppose Diem, oppose his corrupt regime and work to reunify the schism that was Vietnam. During this period the US had committed advisors, materiels and aid to assist the South in a limited support and advisory capacity. 

The US, under Kennedy, in 1961 was faced with two options - cut and run, or, go for a full-scale military support/intervention. Neither option appealed to Kennedy who had been warned repeatedly that Vietnam was a disaster waiting to happen, yet urged on by the Communist/Cold War scare tactics of 1950's McCarthyesque fear mongers, claiming a Communist "Domino Theory" should South Vietnam not remain free and independent. Kennedy however, took a middle of the road stance, committing more advisors and substantial materiels. It was a disaster as the NLF was in-place and touting numerous victories. Launching the Strategic Hamlet Program, the South RVN invaded the Southern countryside in search of Communist sympathizers, using its repressive powers to disrupt and terrify the peasants, thus creating more sympathy and easy recruits for the North. Diem's brother began a series of pogroms against Buddhists and their temples, under the auspices of their "harboring" Communists and their sympathizers. The immediate response was Buddhist Monks self-immolating themelves in the streets. By 1963, international outrage, the shattering of any modicum of stability in the South and the endless repressions by Diem led the US to agree to support a Coup against Diem. On 01 November 1963, Diem and his brother were overthrown, captured and assassinated. Exactly 3 weeks later President John F. Kennedy was assassinated. 

A questionable event called the Gulf of Tonkin Incident pushed now President Lyndon Baines Johnson to demand extended war powers. On 02 August 1964, the North (while defending her coastline) mounted a localized attack on two US ships, the C. Turner Joy and the U.S.S. Maddox, in the Gulf of Tonkin. Again, on 04 August 1964, the North was reported to attack and it was this event that Johnson used to bring to Congress a request for expansive war powers. Congress voted in the Gulf of Tonkin Resolution... immedaitely after the US used air attacks against the North. Whether or not the second attack ever occurred has been hotly debated for decades. Ultimately, Vo Nguyen Giap, the DRV's leading military figure at the time, and Johnson's Secretary of Defense Robert S. McNamara stated that no second attack ever took place. 

The first combat troops arrived in Vietnam in 1965. The war raged and expanded, drifitng into and overwhleming neighboring Laos and Cambodia until a Peace Agreement was hammered out and a cease-fire esatblished in January 1973. It was abrogated immediately and the region remained engulfed in conflict and intermittent conflagration until the North invaded the South 30 April 1975, and with it the end of the Second IndoChina War. 

Casualties - US 
58,486 KIA 
660 total military POWs returned (28 Escapees - 632 Repatriates) 
141 civilian POWs/detainees returned 
2,583 Unaccounted-For (POW, MIA, DIC, KIA/BNR status) at end of war 

****************************

[image: image1.jpg]% NORTH VIET.
- Hanoi




The city of Phan Rang is located 3 miles inland from the South China Sea  and 35 miles south of Cam Ranh Bay. It is the Provincial Capital of Ninh Thuan Province, which lies on the southern end of Central Vietnam and  occupies a geographical position as a central transportation point  adjoining three regions; Southern Central Highlands, South Central and  South-East. It borders Cam Ranh Bay and three other provinces, Khanh Hoa (Nha Trang), Tuyen Duc (Da Lat), and Binh Thuan (Phan Thiet). It is the  residence of a large number of ethnic Cham, along with the Ra Glai and Hoa       peoples. Ninh Thuan Province is the driest and hottest region of Vietnam. The climate is a combination of the tropical monsoon and dry and windy weather. The coastal plain is semi-arid with Prickly Pear Cactus vegetation. The average temperature is 27 degree C (80.6 degree F). The natural area of the province is 3,430 sq. kilometers (1,325 sq. miles) and hosts a population of over 483 thousand people. The province’s topography forms three zones – plain, coastal and mountainous.
1967
· Operation Cedar Falls 

· Operation Junction City 

· First Bombing of Haiphong 

· Massive Anti War Demonstrations 

· US Victory Near KheSan 

· US Base Camp and Conthein Attacked 

· Operation Praire IV 

· Conthein Attacked 

· Operation Kingfisher 

· Fire on the Forrestall 

· Battle of Queson Valley 

· Viet Cong Repelled at Locninh 

· Bloody Battle Near Dak To 

· Summary of 1967 

December 31, 1967
Year Ends With 
Heavy US Presence in Vietnam
The year ends with 500,000 US troops in Vietnam. In 1967alone, 9,353 troops are killed in the war.

January 30, 1968
Tet Offensive
 

On the first day of the Tet (lunar New Year) truce, the Viet Cong launchtheir biggest offensive of the war. One thousand Viet Cong troops infiltratethe city of Saigon. The Communist troops capture the Citadel at Hue andseize part of the US embassy in Saigon. It takes nearly two weeks to completely rout out the Viet Cong troops. The attack is a military disaster for theCommunists: they lose over 10,000 men and do not manage to hold any of theirobjectives. Nevertheless, the offensive marks a military victory for theViet Cong. For many Americans who had believed that the war was being won,the sight of Viet Cong troops holding the US embassy is a rude awakening,and forces them to question the US "true" position.

MSgt Ralph Spann 14 January 1930 – 17 April 1936

TSgt Benny C. Marshall

SSgt Preston Bethea Jr.  

Major James Wilkerzahn

SMSgt “Nat” Talcott

SSgt Bill Gill

SSgt Harold Winslow

Airman ? Nugent President Johnson’s son in law (Lucy Nugent’s husband)

SSgt Donald Bennett

35th Tactical Fighter Wing

In October 1966, the wing transferred to Phan Rang Air Base, Republic of Vietnam, to replace the 366th Wing. With the transfer, the 35th became the parent wing at Phan Rang Air Base and began flying F-100 aircraft with Detachment 1 of the 612th Tactical Fighter Squadron. The 8th and 13th Tactical Bomb Squadrons followed the 35th to Phan Rang Air Base, while the wing gained an attached organization: the Royal Australian Air Force Squadron No. 2 and its MK-20 Canberra bombers. Also on the base was the 101st Airborne and the Korean White Horse Division.

TRAVELING TO NAM

On 16 January 1967 (15 January 1967 in the United States) we were told Green Bay won the first championship game (later Super Bowl) as we approached Saigon.  I believe they played the Raiders.  

BAMBOO VIPER

THE STRIP 


AMBUSH ANNIE

PROMOTED TO MASTER SERGEANT SUMMER OF 1967

Take Your Malaria Pills


Blood samples taken from troops of the 26th Marine 
Expeditionary Unit after malaria was diagnosed in early 
September showed that only five percent who went ashore in 
Liberia had been regularly taking the once-a-week drug, 
mefloquine, according to reports from closed briefings in 
the House and Senate Armed Services committees. Furthermore, 
only 12 percent wore uniforms properly treated with the 
insecticide permethrin, and only 27 percent reported using 
the insect repellent. Of the 290 Marines and sailors who went 
ashore from ships standing off the Atlantic coast, 80, or 28 
percent, contracted malaria. Of the 157 who spent at least 
one night ashore, 69, or 44 percent were infected.

TRIP TO DA LAT

The Air Force had a small Communications Detachment located at Da Lat Vietnam-approximately 50  air miles from my base-Phan Rang.  (I may later explain the mission of this Communications Detachment by it’s not germane to this story.)  My Finance Office send two people to Da Lat at the end of each month to pay the Air Force personnel.  The helicopter ride up and back took approximately 40 minutes each way depending on ground action and weather.  The communications “stuff” operated 24 hours per day and the people worked in shifts so it normally took about ½ a day to get everyone paid.  Our two Finance people would normally fly to Da Lat one day, spend two nights, and fly back the 4th day. Going from Phan Rang, which was the driest and hottest region of Vietnam, to Da Lat with a altitude of 4,839 ft. and the average temperature of 63 degrees in the summer was in nice mini vacation.  We rotated this “duty” around the office and most senior people had opportunity to visit Da Lat at least once during his tour of duty.  I was promoted to Master Sergeant in August so my boss, Senior Master Sergeant (SMSgt) Talcott, and I took our turn  “pulling” Da Lat duty in September 1967.   The NCO club had an Vietnamese female bookkeeper whose home was actually Da Lat.  Julie (I don’t think I ever knew her real name) actdually functioned as the Club accountant.  She was a very smart young lady probably in her mid 20s.   SMSgt Talcott arranged for her to fly to Da Lat with us and spend a little time with her family.  Her husband was in the Vietnamese army up around Da Nang I think.  The first night in Da Lat Julie invited us out to her house for supper (Yankee dinner).  Also there was her father, mother, grandmother, and her two little girls around 5 or 6 or 7.  We didn’t have difficulty communicating with their “fair” English and our “poor” Vietnamese.  The grandmother laughed at me so much trying to eat with chop sticks she gave me a table spoon.  

That’s what I meant the other day about wondering what happened to people?  I often wonder what happened to Julie and her family.  The North Vietnamese didn’t treat people who worked for Americans very well following the war.  I like to think they survived and are living in Da Lat! It helps me to think that!!!! 

Dalat is a hill station in the central highlands. The altitude of 1475 m (4,839 ft) warrants rather cold nights.

Da Lat enjoys favorable weather year round. During the winter months the average temperature in Da Lat is 10 degrees C. During the summer months the average temperature here is 18 degrees C. The locals claim that Da Lat is Vietnam's botanical garden in the middle of a pine forest. Many of the countrie's fruits and vegetables come from this part of the country.

Dalat, nestled amongst the green, rolling hills of central-southern Vietnam was originally opened up thanks to the French physician Dr Alexandre Yersin, who promoted the town's charms and recommended the mountain air to French colonials. The city's temperatures hover between 15ºC to 25ºC (59F to 77 ), offering a cool respite from the baking plains below and the Mekong delta to the south. It for this and the beautiful greenery so reminiscent of Europe that the city has become known as the "City if Eternal Spring". 

Dalat is also the honeymoon capital of Vietnam, with thousands of couples travelling to city each year. This is not surprising as the entire area has a romantic flavour, especially the graceful architecture of the older hotels, the Sofitel Dalat Palace and the Novotel, both colonial classics exuding character and charm. The city boasts the full range of hotels for all travellers, from humble guest house to the super-luxury Dalat Palace.

Dalat's other claim to fame is that the city was the site of Vietnam's first golf course, built by emperor Bao Dai in the 1930s. Dalat Palace Golf Club has since been redesigned and restored, and features Asia's only bent-grass tees and fairways. The course earns consistently high marks from golf magazines and expert reviewers, and is justifiably popular with tourists and Vietnam's expatriate community.

Other attractions in this delightful city include the central market - a colourful floral display - and walks along Dalat's many pathways through scenes of incredible natural beauty. Horseback riding is available along with boating on the lake, or perhaps just a peaceful cup of coffee in one of Dalat's many sidewalk cafes, the perfect position from which to watch the world go by.

gonna

GETTING MONEY AT CAM RAHN BAY AFB

KEEP OFF THE GRASS AT CAM RAHN BAY

THE ONLY COMMODE ON BASE

TRIP TO JAPAN (TOKYO)  IN DECEMBER 1967

FANNY & PUNCHY

Upon my arrival at Rang Air Base, Vietnam on (or about) 18 January 1967, two dogs were “assigned” to the Finance Office.  The Office consisted of, more or less,  3 tents and a Quonset hut constructed with canvas covering material know locally as the “James Way.”  We fed Fanny and Punchy Purina dog chow someone scrounged from the Security Police Sentry Dog unit.  The same organization kept their shots current.

Fanny appeared to be informally assigned to the Military Pay Section and spent much of her time in the air conditioned “James Way.”  She was, I recall, part German shepherd and part Chinese Chow.  A pretty brown dog approximately 40 lb.  with a bad attitude toward people not assigned to the Finance Office.  Fanny frequently accompanied some of the younger Sergeants to the NCO (Non Commissioned Officer’s) Club located on top of a hill.   When Fanny visited the Bamboo Viper (NCO Club), she would sit on the floor at the Finance Office’s table and drink beer from her container.  The few people complaining about a dog in the NCO Club seemed to have difficulty getting their money on payday!  Fanny had puppies inside the James Way in the spring. There was a waiting list for the puppies and we placed all in a good home somewhere on base.  One of the puppies, I recall,  suffered a broken leg and was flown by a F-100 fighter jet to Clark AFB, Philippines.  The Base Vet set his leg and he was brought back to Vietnam by an Air Force mail plane the following week.

Punchy, bless her heart,  was the Office’s retarded dog!  She was a large ‘raw boned’ white and black dog who roamed all night.   No one seemed to know exactly where she would wander but would arrive back at the Office around 0600 each morning and sleep during the day.  She seemed to be friends with everyone except Vietnamese employees.  About the only time she awakened was during the Vietnamese payday.  We had a few thousands local Vietnamese employed on base.  Most were laborers and Vietnamese payday consisted of long lines in and around the Finance tents as we paid thousands of civilians in cash with their currency.  Punchy would bark, well almost bark, every once in a while if the Vietnamese got too loud.  Her sound was more like a gruff than a growl. Very much like she was clearing her throat.  She had puppies that fall and the younger “Troops” in Finance Office kept a male.  They named him NAT after Senior Master Sergeant Noel A. Talcott who had recently rotated back to the states.  As one might surmise, SMSgt Talcott wasn’t a very well liked individual.

Don’t know what made me think of the above except the Super Bowl.  The Super Bowl will, I believe, forever remind me of my arrival in Vietnam.  I found out the Green Bay Packers had won the first Championship (wasn’t called the Super Bowl) as my plane touched down in Saigon on the 16th of January 1967.  It was still the 15th in the United States!



101st Airborne

I see by the newscast the  101st Airborne Division from Fort Campbell, KY is headed over yonder!  Don’t know if I mentioned it but the Screaming Eagles were on my base in Vietnam. We, the 35th Tactical Fighter Wing, were the host with the 101st Airborne along with an Australian Bomber Squadron were the main forces located on Phan Rang.  I remember almost trading an Air Force typewriter for an Army jeep but the 101st General found out and stopped the transaction.  Then there was the time………..oh well!  

CHRISTMAS 1967 WITH BOB HOPE

Bob Hope “staged” out of Phan Rang during his December 1967 USO tour of  Vietnam, Thailand, U.S.S. Ranger and Coral Sea, Philippines, Guam, and Midway.  He, and his group, held their Christmas day show at Phan Rang’s “Happy Valley” outdoor theater. Probably as partial “pay back” for the work and expense the base incurred as a result of his visit. Accompanying Bob Hope were stars  Les Brown, Phil Crosby, Elaine Dunn, Madeleine Hartog-Bel (Miss World 1967 from Peru), Barbara McNair, Raquel Welch, and Earl Wilson.  I didn’t attend the Christmas show but could hear most of it while setting on the steps of my barracks. I had 20 days remaining in country and was avoiding crowds.  There was some talk about Bob Hope’s people “taking over” the NCO Club Christmas night for a private party.  However, the Air Force NCOs along with the 101st Airborne (Screaming Eagles) Sergeants complained and the idea was abandoned.  One of the flight line sergeants told us a F-100 (fighter jet) was sent to Da Nang to pick up some Chevis Regal scotch for Bob Hope since Phan Rang either didn’t have any or was sold out. Whether it were true or not I wouldn’t put it pass the poppas ass!  

February 1968 – June 1971 Bergstrom AFB, Texas

(South of Austin, Texas)

John Crumpler

MSgt Walt Eldred

LtCol Pat Wells

MSgt Loyd Finney

Mrs. Vetters

Major Bill Toner

HAROLD MCCLAIRTY

BG James U. Cross

Mr. Clarence Wilson

Capt Jessie J. Butler 

Chief of Pay & Travel short lived

Budget

MAC TOLD ME ABOUT MAKING SENIOR MASTER SERGEANT ON 10 DECEMBER 1970

Funeral Detail

Prime 69

Presidential Support Base

June 1971 – June 1975 Hickam AFB, Hawaii

Hickam Air Force Base is located on the island of Oahu, approximately nine miles from downtown Honolulu, situated between Pearl Harbor and Honolulu International Airport.

SCOTT KALER

NORM HOYT (DECEASED) 

PAT WELLS

Jonh TONKOVICH

SUMMIE NAKAMURA

WILLIE K. P. CHUNG

SID DAVIS

VERGIL KLOKE @ Yokota AFB

JERRY COLEMAN

HAward K. BILES (13Jun1921 = 16Mar1992)

GEORGE LYNCH (DECEASED)

RICHARD (DICK) KECK

EdWARD Reiter

RICH WATKINS

TOM TELL

TSgt JERRY BEGWELL

JERRY BEDWELL (10Oct1937 - ?Jan1986)

NORM DERRYBERRY

Chiang Mai, Thailand

Ubon

Udorn

Takhli

Nakhon Pathom

Korat

U-Tapao RTAFB (Sattahip/Satahip)

Johnson Island and Herbicide Orange

Wake Island

Nakhon Phanom Royal Thai Air Base
CLARK AFB, PHILIPINES & ANELESCCITY

SEWED ON SMSGT STRIPES SUMMER OF 1971

SELECTED TO FIRST CLASS OF AIR FORCE SENIOR NCO ACADEMY BUT CLASS 73-E

AGENT ORANGE STORAGE AT JOHNSTON ATOLL ISLAND

TDY WITH THE CIVIL ENGINEERING STAFF MANAGEMENT TEAM (CESMAT)

CHIANG MAI

Chiang Mai, 761 kms. by rail, approximately 700 kms. by road north of Bangkok, with an area of 20,107.1 sq.lms., is Thailand's second largest city and capital of the northern region. Situated between north latitude 17-21 and east longitude 98-99, the province of Chiang Mai is found in the upper area of Thailand's northern region. Chiang Mai valley is 310 meters (1,027 feet) above sea level. The widest point of the province measures 136 kms. (85 miles), and the longest 320 kms. (200 miles). To the north, a 277 kms. (141.82 miles) stretch of mountains divides Chiang Mai's northern districts of Fang and Mae Ai from Myanmar's (Burma's) Chiang Tung (Shan) State. In certain areas, the Kok River also acts as a border between Chiang Mai and Myanmar. On the east, Chiang Mai is bodered by the Chaing Rai, Lampang, and Lamphun provinces. The Mae Tuen River, Ream Mountain, and Luang Mountain separate Chiang Mai's South from the province of Tak. Some portions of Chiang Mai's South also border the Lamphun province. Tothe west, Chiang Mai is bordered by Mae Hong Son province.

Chiang Rai is in Thailand's most rural and mountaineous area. It is the gateway to the Golden Triangle, which used to be a center for opium cultivation (which now is taking place acros the border in Myanmar and Laos). Nowadays, the main attraction of the Triangle is the hiking to the villages populated by many different hill tribes. 

BUDGET OFFICER’S CONFERENCE AT JOHN HAY AB BAGUIO IN PHILIPINES

TRIP TO THILAND IN JANUARY 1974 TO PREPARE UTAPAL’S FISCAL YEAR 1974 BUDGET

TEMPLE RUBBINGS FROM PHNOM PENH

DICK KECK FLEW P-37s in Pacific during wwII

FALL OF SAIGON IN 1975

TRIP TO TOYKO, KUNSAN KOREA, OSAN KOREA, SOUL KOREA, OKINAWA

OKINAWA BEFORE IT WAS PART OF JAPAN (Kato Plain consolidation)

HAVE SIGHTED HAVE SUNK

CHICKEN LITTLE

I was stationed (working) in Headquarters Pacific Air Forces Budget at Hickam Air Force Base, Hawaii and the Vietnam “conflict” was winding down.  Since we had the Budgeting responsibility for all of the Air Force in the Pacific, we were quite naturally doing many analyses pertaining to force structure, base closing, etc.  As I remember, one of our studies wasn’t very optimistic. It was one of those “all hell is gonna break loose” reports.  A couple of days after forwarding this particular study to CINCPAF (Commander In Chief Pacific Air Forces) we got a short note from the General accusing us of having a “Chicken Little” syndrome.  It took a day or so before anyone found out what the hell “Chicken Little” was.  Now that I look back on it…wonder why we didn’t know?  Suppose we were a group of 10+/- people out of touch or too engrossed in our work?  We were embarrassed we didn’t know!

OPERATION HOMECOMMING 

WORKING WITH SECRET DOCUMENTS

June 1975 – 30 September 1979 Offutt AFB, Nebraska

Location: Ten miles south of downtown Omaha. Six miles south of Interstate 80, just off US Hwy 75, the Kennedy Freeway, in Bellevue, Nebraska.

	Offutt's heritage began with the construction of Fort Crook, an Army outpost, which was completed in 1896 and named for Major General George Crook, a renowned Indian fighter and Civil War hero. Many of the original structures are still in use today. In the spring of 1921, a flying field was created and designated as Offutt Field in May 1924, in honor of 1st Lt Jarvis J. Offutt, Omaha's first World War I air casualty. In late 1940, Fort Crook was chosen as the site for a bomber plant which produced a total of 531 B-29 Superfortresses and 1,585 B-26 Marauders before the end of World War II. These included the Enola Gay and Bock's Car, the two B-29s that dropped atomic bombs in Japan. Production ended in September 1945. In June 1946, Fort Crook and the bomber plant facilities were redesignated as Offutt Field and on 13 January 1948 was transferred to the Department of the Air Force and became Offutt Air Force Base. Offutt became the host base for Headquarters Strategic Air Command on 9 November 1948. The Strategic Air Command was disestablished 1 June 1992 and the new, unified command, US Strategic Command was activated. The command of this joint headquarters is rotated between Air Force and Navy. At the time Strategic Air Command was disestablished, Offutt AFB became part of the Air Combat Command. 


(South of Omaha, Nebraska)

ARCH SWANDA (flew gliders in WW II)

BERNIE BACKMAN

BILL DUNHILL

BILL MELVIN

BILL WHITE

BOB GROOKETT

Charlie Baker @ Blythville AFB, Arkansas

CHARLIE SIMPSON (SEP 32 – JUN 80)

DON PORTERFIELD

DORTHY SPARKS (WHITEMAN AFB)

FRANK LEWIS

GEORGE GOBLE

GILL SEAUX

JOHN HINBERGER  (F. E. WARREN AFB) DECEASED

JOHNNY FRITZ (GRAND FORKS AFB)

PAUL DRAPER

PERRY VESTAL

PIE SENGIER

RAY WRIGHT & SALLEY

ROSS RIZZO & DORIS

SKY BERRY

TOM CALDWELL

WALT FITZHUGH (MARCH AFB)

Phil Foster  (MALSTRUM AFB) Great Falls, Montana)

Kenneth Peak (Minot, ND & Barksdale AFB, La)

New Year’s Day 1976

Burial in Missouri

DEATH OF A COCKROACH

BY CLARK COLVIN

CHIEF MASTER SERGEANT RETIRED

The players:

Lt Colonel Bill Dunhill, Headquarters Strategic Air Command Budget Management

Major McCarthy, Headquarters Strategic Air Command Missile Logistics

Major Tom Caldwell, Headquarters Strategic Air Command Budget Management

Captain Harvey Driver, Headquarters Strategic Air Command Vehicle Transportation Department

Chief Master Sergeant Clark Colvin,  Headquarters Strategic Air Command Budget Management

Chief Master Sergeant Ward Hogue, Headquarters Strategic Air Command Aircraft Maintenance Division

Master Sergeant ???????, Headquarters Strategic Air Command Logistics Supply Division

TDY TO CARSWELL & BARKSDALE (CMSgt) Ward Hogue road his motorcycle) 

Paul Draper

INVITED BY COL SENGER TO HIS OFFICE & CAPT GILL SEAUX “RAISED” HELL WITH ME

F. E. WARREN AFB (CHEYENNE, WYOMING) 

IT WAS A SMALL AIR FORCE

Dec 1955 met A/2C (E-3) Walt Eldridge at Burderop Park United Kingdom when I was an A/3C (E-2) then again met MSgt (E-7)  Walt Eldridge at Bergstrom AFB, Texas in 1968.  He was still a MSgt at Bergstom in Dec 1970 when I was selected for SMSgt (E-8) at same base.

Dec 1955 met SSgt Gene Fitzgerald at Burderop Park United Kingdom then again met Capt Gene Fitzgerald at Ubon AFB, Thailand in 1974

Mar 1958 met TSgt Petty at Burderop Park United Kingdon when I was an Airman First Class (E-4) then talked to CMSgt Petty at McGuire AFB NJ in summer of 1979 when I was a CMSgt.

MSgt Ralph Spann at Phan Rang Vietnam in Jan 1967 and Offutt AFB in June 1975.

MSgt Charles (Chuck) Kimbrell at Fairchild AFB, WA in 1966, Phan Rang Vietnam in 1968, and Hickam AFB Hi in 1973

SSgt Wayne Kopp at England AFB La in 1969 and MSgt Wayne Kopp at Hickam AFB Hi in 1974

TSgt John Lynch at Burderop Park in 1957 when I was an A/2C and TSgt England AFB in 1960 (he made MSgt in 1962 and I was a SSgt.  John retired as a SMSgt around 1988 and died around 1996.  Beula died a year later.

Louis Gilstrap.  We were together at Lackland AFB, Stead AFB, and Sheppard AFB (March 1955 – November 1955).  He came thru Olla in December 1958 on the way to California when we had just returned from England AFB.  We last saw him in Hawaii in 1975 on his way to New Zeland.  He was then a CWO-3 in the Army.  Louis retired in the Spring of 1979.

